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Foreword 

This yearôs Annual Research Report is the third in a series prepared by the Seeds of Life 

(SoL) Program in Timor-Leste.  It covers the period including the dry season of 2007 and wet 

season of 2007/2008.  SoL is a program within the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (MAF) 

of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste designed to evaluate, recommend and distribute 

superior crop varieties with the aim of improving the nationôs food security.   

SoL expanded its activities during the year with an increased budget provided by MAF 

and the Australian Government.  Research and seed multiplication were conducted in the 

Districts of Alieu, Baucau, Manufahi, Liquica, Manatutu and Ainaro with establishment of some 

trials in Bobonaro.  On-farm demonstration trials were established in 17 Sub Districts during the 

2007-2008 wet season (Nov-April).  These included test varieties of maize, rice, sweet potato, 

cassava and peanuts.  Testing across these Sub Districts allows improved crop technologies to be 

evaluated over the full range of agro-ecological zones existing in Timor-Leste.  Farmers receiving 

the test material were able to examine the crops under their own conditions and management 

practices and if acceptable, keep seed for multiplication.   

The results of this yearôs agronomic research indicate a number of new breeding lines are 

capable of raising current crop yields.  The new lines also possess other desirable characters and 

will be considered for release by the MAF to expand the choice available to farmers in Timor 

Leste.  Seed multiplication of these and already released varieties will be undertaken by the MAF 

in the Districts of Alieu, Manufahi, Bobonaro, Viqueque, Baucau and Liquica and distributed to 

farmers across the nation.  We expect that crop yields will increase significantly in the long term 

as a result of this. 

The SoL component of MAF has been very active this past year building the capacity of 

researchers to design, manage and analyze research trials.  Training was in the form of practical 

exercises, trial implementation and a series of short term courses.  Included were courses in 

statistics, agronomy, seed production and English language to allow researchers read 

international journals and participate in training courses outside of Timor Leste.  An evaluation 

system to guide future training was also completed.  In addition to human capacity building, 

funding was provided to improve Government research facilities.  Buildings at Betano were 

completed and inaugurated and plans are well advanced to rehabilitate an old station at Loes in 

Liquica and the new station in Darasula in Baucau.   

The activities described in this report were mainly conducted or supervised by MAF 

personnel.  In addition, a number of NGOs distributed or multiplied seed.  Assistance was also 

forthcoming from the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research, Centre for Legumes in Mediterranean Agriculture 

at the University of Western Australia, Australian National University and personnel plus 

students from the University of Timor Lorosae.   

We thank the Australian Government for its financial support through the Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research and the Australian Agency for International 

Development. 

 

H.E Mariano ASSANAMI Sabino 

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 

Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste       May, 2009 
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