
THIS REPORT DESCRIBES SOME OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS GAINED 

BY FARMERS INVOLVED IN THE SEEDS OF LIFE (SoL) PROGRAM WHO ARE 

PLANTING THE PROGRAMõS NEWLY RELEASED, IMPROVED SEED VARIETIES. 

THE STUDY WAS CONDUCTED IN FIVE DISTRICTS: AILEU, BAUCAU, LIQUIÇA, 

MANATUTO AND MANUFAHI. FARMERS INCLUDED IN THE STUDY WERE 

COLLABORATORS OF THE ON-FARM DEMONSTRATION TRIAL (OFDT) 

PROGRAM AND NOMINATED AS BEING ôPROGRESSIVE FARMERSõ BY SoL 

RESEARCH ADVISORS (RAs). 

Reaping the Benefits 
Economic benefits some farmers derived from 

Seeds of Life varieties in 2007 -2008 
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

Data was collected from a small sample 

of 30 farmers planting the new varieties.  

These farmers were nominated by RAs in 

the districts of Aileu, Baucau, Liquiça, 

Manatuto and Manufahi.   

Included in the measurements were those 

of planting area, yield, amount sold, the 

amount of money obtained from sales and 

how the farmers used the income, 

farmersõ preferences in varieties, and the 

perceived differences between the local 

and new varieties.   

If the farmer shared material with 

neighbours or relatives, the reason it was 

shared plus the social economic benefits 

they obtained was also noted.  Survey 

material was collected between 

September 2007 and August 2008 as part 

of a long-term study.   

The list of farmers who were likely to 

either sell or share new varieties during 

the year was provided to the social 

scientists by the agronomists working in 

each of the five districts.   

The location of each site and the crops 

grown is presented in Table 1.  The 

farmers at these sites were visited over 

the year and interviewed according to a 

structured questionnaire.  Some short 

stories of the collaborating farmers were 

also recorded along with their 

impressions of the new varieties.   

Of the 30 farmers, 13 grew sweet potato 

OFDTs, five maize, ten rice and two 

peanuts.  Planting times for each of the 

crops are presented in Table 2.  This was 

generally at or close to the beginning of 

the wet season except in the case of rice, 

which has the potential for being 

irrigated.  

Materials and methods  

MAP 1: SUB-DISTRICTS WHERE SEEDS OF LIFE OPERATES  


